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alone makes for the growth of spiritual power. From
the teaching in the nursery and the infants' school
to that of the pulpit the same harmful causes are to
be found at work.

Frequently it is forgotten that all preaching worthy
of the name must be teaching. " He entered into
the synagogue and taught" ; " He went up into a
mountain . . . and He opened His mouth and
taught them " ; " He taught them as one having
authority and not as the scribes " ; ;t I ever taught
in synagogue and in the temple " ; are records of the
example of the Master, Whose last charge to the
faithful began with the command, " Go ye therefore
and teach all nations." There is thus only one
justification for sermons, however beautiful and
eloquent their language, and that is the message or
the teaching which they impart. Teaching, full,
vital, ringing true, inspired by the Holy Spirit known
to the preacher from his own private communing
with Gocl, is what the flock needs and has a right to
look for.

There appears to be a fairly general consensus of
opinion that what the religious life of the country is
chiefly suffering from to-day is that God is unknown
to the vast majority of those who make up our
Christian nation. This does not mean that they
have never been taught in our schools and congre-
gations but that too often they have there been
taught false or inadequate conceptions of God.
Says (< an officer of wide experience," speaking of
what he found in the army during the war: "Jesus
Christ is, in my opinion, not present to their con-
sciousness, cither as an idea or example. They do not